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was partitioned was somewhat different, but the
economic motives behind the expansion are even
more evident* If we examine the process by
which Germany, Britain, and Belgium obtained
a tropical African empire, we find a marked
similarity of method* First semi-private or
private expeditions of exploration are sent out
into territory in the possession of native communi-
ties and chiefs or kings* These expeditions are
always directly or indirectly associated with or
controlled by commercial companies or by groups
of European financiers and capitalists* Usually
the explorer acts in the name of the capitalist
association or joint-stock company, and in their
name he proceeds to obtain or extort 4I treaties "
from the native chiefs and rulers* These treaties
are curious documents: the king or chief signs
them by making a mark, and thereby proclaims to
the world that he has received from the European
and his company a little cloth, some bottles of gin,
and the promise of protection, while he has given
in exchange to the European and the company the
sovereignty over the whole of his lands and
people*

It is only necessary to give one or two examples in
order to prove the accuracy of these statements*